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	 •	 Book Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman	           
For twelve-year-old Emily, the best thing about moving to San Francisco is that it’s the home city of her 
literary idol: Garrison Griswold, book publisher and creator of the online sensation Book Scavenger (a 
game where books are hidden in cities all over the country and clues to find them are revealed through 
puzzles). Upon her arrival, however, Emily learns that Griswold has been attacked and is now in a coma, 
and no one knows anything about the epic new game he had been poised to launch. Then Emily and her 
new friend James discover an odd book, which they come to believe is from Griswold himself, and might 
contain the only copy of his mysterious new game.	
Racing against time, Emily and James rush from clue to clue, desperate to figure out the secret at the heart 
of Griswold’s new game—before those who attacked Griswold come after them too.	!
	 •	 George by Alex Gino	           
BE WHO YOU ARE. When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows she's not a 
boy. She knows she's a girl.	!
George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their class play is 
going to be Charlotte's Web. George really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says 
she can't even try out for the part... because she's a boy.	!
With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with a plan. Not just so she can be Charlotte – 
but so everyone can know who she is, once and for all.	!
	 •	 Hana’s Suitcase by Karen Levine	           
In 2000, a suitcase arrived at a children's Holocaust education center in Tokyo, Japan, marked "Hana 
Brady, May 16, 1931." The center's curator searches for clues to young Hana and her family, whose happy 
life in a small Czech town was turned upside down by the invasion of the Nazis.	!
	 •	 The Hero’s Guide to Saving Your Kingdom by Christopher Healy	           
Prince Liam. Prince Frederic. Prince Duncan. Prince Gustav. You’ve never heard of them, have you? 
These are the princes who saved Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Snow White, and Rapunzel, respectively, 
and yet, thanks to those lousy bards who wrote the tales, you likely know them only as Prince Charming. 
But all of this is about to change.	!
Rejected by their princesses and cast out of their castles, the princes stumble upon an evil plot that could 
endanger each of their kingdoms. Now it’s up to them to triumph over their various shortcomings, take on 
trolls, bandits, dragons, witches, and other assorted terrors, and become the heroes no one ever thought 
they could be.	!
Christopher Healy’s Hero’s Guide to Saving Your Kingdom is a completely original take on the world of 
fairy tales, the truth about what happens after “happily ever after.” It’s a must-have for middle grade 
readers who enjoy their fantasy adventures mixed with the humor of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid books. 
Witty black-and-white drawings by Todd Harris add to the fun.	
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	 •	 In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph Marshall III	           
Jimmy McClean is a Lakota boy—though you would not guess it by his name: his father is a white man 
and his mother is Lakota. When he embarks on a journey with his grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, he 
learns more and more about his Lakota heritage—in particular, the story of Crazy Horse, one of the most 
important figures in Lakota history. Drawing inspiration from the oral stories of the Lakota tradition and 
the Lakota cultural mechanism of the “hero story,” Joseph Marshall provides readers with an insider’s 
perspective on the life of Tasunke Witko, better known as Crazy Horse. Through his grandfather’s tales 
about the famous warrior, Jimmy learns more about his Lakota heritage and, ultimately, himself.	!
	 •	 The Infinity Year of Avalon James by Dana Middleton	           
Avalon James and Atticus Brightwell have a secret--one that they aren't allowed to discuss with anyone. 
This secret is shared between two best friends. When you and your best friend turn ten years old magical 
things are said to happen. You both will receive some kind of magical power. It can be a power you can 
call on time and time again. Or it can be a power that comes once when you need it most. It's your Infinity 
Year and the possibilities are endless.	!
The past year hasn't been great with her family being torn apart and bullying at school, so Avalon is 
depending on her magical ability to appear soon and help. With the clock ticking and her eleventh 
birthday approaching, which would be the end of her powers, Avalon's hopes are running high. Will she 
and Atticus get the powers they so desperately want and need?	!
Dana Middleton's debut novel is a wonderfully enchanting story of the possibility of magic and the even 
more magical bond between two best friends.	!
	 •	 Nightbird by Alice Hoffman	           
Twig lives in Sidwell, where people whisper that fairy tales are real. After all, her town is rumored to hide 
a monster. And two hundred years ago, a witch placed a curse on Twig’s family that was meant to last 
forever. But this summer, everything will change when the red moon rises. It’s time to break the spell.	!
	 •	 Pip Bartlett’s Guide to Magical Creatures by Jackson Pearce & Maggie Stiefvater	           
From bestselling authors Maggie Stiefvater and Jackson Pearce comes an exciting new series full of 
magical creatures, whimsical adventures, and quirky illustrations.	!
Pip is a girl who can talk to magical creatures. Her aunt is a vet for magical creatures. And her new friend 
Tomas is allergic to most magical creatures. When things go amok—and they often go amok—Pip 
consults Jeffrey Higgleston’s Guide to Magical Creatures, a reference work that Pip finds herself 
constantly amending. Because dealing with magical creatures like unicorns, griffins, and fuzzles doesn’t 
just require book knowledge—it requires hands-on experience and thinking on your feet. For example, 
when fuzzles (which have an awful habit of bursting into flame when they’re agitated) invade your town, 
it’s not enough to know what the fuzzles are—Pip and Tomas also must trace the fuzzles’ agitation to its 
source, and in doing so, save the whole town.	!
	 •	 Real Friends by Shannon Hale	           
Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends ever since they were little. But one day, Adrienne starts 
hanging out with Jen, the most popular girl in class and the leader of a circle of friends called The Group. 
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Everyone in The Group wants to be Jen's #1, and some girls would do anything to stay on top . . . even if 
it means bullying others.	!
Now every day is like a roller coaster for Shannon. Will she and Adrienne stay friends? Can she stand up 
for herself? And is she in The Group—or out?	!
Newbery Honor author Shannon Hale and New York Times bestselling illustrator LeUyen Pham join 
forces in this graphic memoir about how hard it is to find your real friends—and why it's worth the 
journey.	!
	 •	 Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson	           
Twelve-year-old Astrid has always done everything with her best friend Nicole. So when Astrid signs up 
for roller derby camp, she assumes Nicole will too. But Nicole signs up for dance camp with a new friend 
instead, and so begins the toughest summer of Astrid's life. There are bumps and bruises as Astrid learns 
who she is without Nicole...and what it takes to be a strong, tough roller girl. 	!
	 •	 Ugly by Robert Hoge	           
Robert Hoge was born with a giant tumour on his forehead, severely distorted facial features and legs that 
were twisted and useless. His mother refused to look at her son, let alone bring him home. But home he 
went, to a life that, against the odds, was filled with joy, optimism and boyhood naughtiness.	!
Home for the Hoges was a bayside suburb of Brisbane. Robert's parents, Mary and Vince, knew that his 
life would be difficult, but they were determined to give him a typical Australian childhood. So along with 
the regular, gruelling and often dangerous operations that made medical history and gradually improved 
Robert's life, there were bad haircuts, visits to the local pool, school camps and dreams of summer sports.	!
Ugly is Robert's account of his life, from the time of his birth to the arrival of his own daughter. It is a 
story of how the love and support of his family helped him to overcome incredible hardships. It is also the 
story of an extraordinary person living an ordinary life, which is perhaps his greatest achievement of all.	!
	 •	 Waylon! One Awesome Thing by Sara Pennypacker	           
Waylon has lots of ideas for making life more awesome through science, like teleportation, human gills, 
and attracting cupcakes by controlling gravity. But it's impossible for him to concentrate on his inventions 
when he's experiencing his own personal Big Bang. 	!
Arlo Brody is dividing the fourth grade boys into two groups. Waylon would rather be friends with 
everyone. Well, everyone except the scary new kid, Baxter Boylen.	!
Waylon's older sister, Neon, is shooting away from the family. He wishes everything would go back to the 
way it was before she started wearing all black and saying "What's the point?" all the time. 	!
Just when it looks as though Waylon's universe is exploding, something happens to bring it all together 
again, and it is, without a doubt, One Awesome Thing.	!
	 •	 When the Sea Turned to Silver by Grace Lin	           
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Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most exciting tales for her granddaughter and the 
other villagers. However, the peace is shattered one night when soldiers of the Emperor arrive and kidnap 
the storyteller.	!
Everyone knows that the Emperor wants something called the Luminous Stone That Lights the Night. 
Determined to have her grandmother returned, Pinmei embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone 
alongside her friend Yishan, a mysterious boy who seems to have his own secrets to hide. Together, the 
two must face obstacles usually found only in legends to find the Luminous Stone and save Pinmei's 
grandmother--before it's too late.	!
A fast-paced adventure that is extraordinarily written and beautifully illustrated, When the Sea Turned to 
Silver is a masterpiece companion novel to Where the Mountain Meets the Moon and Starry River of the 
Sky.	!
	 •	 A Whole New Ballgame by Phil Bildner	           
Rip and Red are best friends whose fifth-grade year is nothing like what they expected. They have a crazy 
new tattooed teacher named Mr. Acevedo, who doesn't believe in tests or homework and who likes off-
the-wall projects, the more "off" the better. They also find themselves with a new basketball coach: Mr. 
Acevedo! Easy-going Rip is knocked completely out of his comfort zone. And for Red, who has autism 
and really needs things to be exactly a certain way, the changes are even more of a struggle. But together 
these two make a great duo who know how to help each other—and find ways to make a difference—in 
the classroom and on the court.	!
With its energetic and authentic story and artwork, this is a fresh, fun book about school, sports, and 
friendship.	!
	 •	 The Wild Robot by Peter Brown	           
In the thought-provoking sequel to Brown's middle-grade debut, The Wild Robot, the adventure 
picks up as the resilient Roz (short for ROZZUM unit 7134) is repaired and shipped off to Hilltop 
Farm. With its domesticated animals and whirring machines, the dairy farm is a far cry from the 
remote island that the robot has come to call home. Though her owner, Mr. Shareef, and his two 
children come to embrace Roz as part of the family, she is desperate to make her way back to 
the island and her adopted gosling son, Brightbill. Seeking their help, Roz confides in the 
Shareef children that she is not like other robots and asks them, "Is being different the same as 
being defective?" The robot's odyssey—which brings her from the countryside to the big city, 
where she comes face-to-face with her designer—raises poignant quandaries about the nature 
of love and selfhood. While such questions remain unresolved, Roz emerges as a striking 
symbol of humanity for the very reason that she poses and ponders them.  !
	 •	 Wish by Barbara O’Connor	           
Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been making the same secret wish every day since fourth grade. She 
even has a list of all the ways there are to make the wish, such as cutting off the pointed end of a slice of 
pie and wishing on it as she takes the last bite. But when she is sent to the Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina to live with family she barely knows, it seems unlikely that her wish will ever come true. That is 
until she meets 	
Wishbone, a skinny stray dog who captures her heart, and Howard, a neighbor boy who proves surprising 
in lots of ways. Suddenly Charlie is in serious danger of discovering that what she thought she wanted 
may not be what she needs at all. 
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